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FROM THE CHAIR

Through 2021-22 the History Council of Victoria has been
busy and successful in its wide range of activities, despite
the continued need to conduct our business online. | am
extremely grateful to the Board, our Executive Officer and
others who sustain our important work with our Friends,

schools and the wider community.

The HCV has recurrent funding only from the Department of Education & Training for its
History Roadshow program. It seeks to supplement this through Friends membership fees,
donations and, where possible, grants from philanthropic trusts and individuals. Despite

these material constraints, the HCV has produced:

e The Annual Lecture, in October 2021: Dr Carolyn Holbrook explored power and
sentiment in the Australian Federation, with a superb lecture entitled ‘I don’t hold a
hose, mate’.

e The always fascinating Making Public Histories Series in conjunction with the Monash
University History Program and the Old Treasury Building.

e The Book + Author series for Friends of the HCV. Our guest authors in 2022 have
included Janet McCalman, Sheila Fitzpatrick and Joan Beaumont.

e Most important, the online delivery of our annual History Roadshow, funded by the
Department of Education & Training. This is aimed at VCE students in regional schools
and was again a great success in late 2021, with online video presentations from

prominent academics available to a higher number of students.

As the peak body for history, the HCV has both ‘outward-looking’ roles (including advocacy
and representation to government and the wider community, public programs, community
education, and networking with allied interest groups) and ‘inward-looking’ roles (including

member support, information dissemination, and networking between members).



FROM THE CHAIR (CONT.)

The History Council has been particularly active in its advocacy work over the past year,
making representations to government or in the media on a range of issues, including:

e Proposals to reduce the number of specialist archivists at the ABC

e The review of National Cultural Policy launched by Minister Burke in July 2022

e Various matters pertaining to Indigenous cultural heritage.

We were delighted when extra funding was announced for essential conservation work at
the National Archives, one of the matters on which we campaigned in 2021. In the
interests of more effective advocacy, we have continued our links with other History

Councils in New South Wales, South Australia and Western Australia.

Where possible we have continued to highlight the value of an education in history and the
centrality of historical literacy to the quality of public life. We have produced evidence of
the range of employment outcomes of students who study history (and other humanities
and social sciences), while at the same time highlighting the enjoyment the study of
history brings to people of all ages, evident in the strength of community engagement.

These core principles are elaborated in our Value of History statement:

www.historycouncilvic.org.au/value_of_history
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FROM THE CHAIR (CONT.)

We are grateful for the philanthropic generosity of people who care passionately about the
place of historical literacy in our society. This generosity is enabling us to undertake a
much-needed update of our website, and has funded two prizes:

e The Jane Hansen Prize for Advocacy (first awarded in 2021)

e The Lynette Russell Prize for First Peoples’ History in Schools (from 2022)

| am often struck by the range of activities the History Council is able to sustain with such
a modest funding base. You will find all these activities outlined in more detail in the
following pages. We are fortunate to have the creative talents and management skills of
Alicia Cerreto, our Executive Officer, who continues to oversee and produce events of high
quality. Her predecessor Margaret Birtley has continued to offer most generous

administrative assistance in the financial area.

We are fortunate to have a Board of talented individuals drawn from cultural and
educational institutions and heritage bodies; history teachers and curriculum advisors;
academic and professional historians; and other organisations. These are busy people
whose commitment to the place of history in our society nevertheless motivates them to

organise, participate in and support our activities.

Emeritus Professor Peter McPhee AM, Chair



The HCV was formed as an advisory body in 2001 and incorporated in 2003. It
comprises representatives from cultural and educational institutions and heritage
bodies; history teachers and curriculum advisors; academic and professional historians;

and local, community and specialist history organisations.

In 2021 the Board farewelled Professor Andy May and John Patten, as representatives
of the Heritage Council of Victoria and Museums Victoria, respectively. We were very

pleased to welcome Dr Helen Doyle and Deb Tout-Smith as their replacements.

Representatives of member organisations

Organisation
Australian Broadeasting Corporation | Michelle Rayner 13 Jul 2005

Australian Museums and Galleries Dr Ashley Robertson 20 May 2021
Association (Vic) (AMAGA Victoria)
Department of Education and Penny Addison 9 Jun 2020
Training
Heritage Council of Victoria Professor Andrew May 10 Aug 2018
FASSA
-

Dr Helen Doyle

ep
History Teachers Association of Bronwyn Cook 22 Nov 2018
Vietaria (HTAY)
Mational Trust of Australia (Victoria) | Dr Annette Shiell 20 Feb 2020
(NTAWV)

Museums Victoria 2 Mar 2017
Deb Tout-Smith 18 Nov 2021

Professienal Historians Association | Katherine Sheedy MPHA 1 Feb 2005
(Vic/Tas)

Public Record Office Victoria Tara Oldfield 23 Nov 2016

Royal Historical Society of Victoria | Dr Judith Smart AM 10 Feb 2009
(RHSV) FRHSV
State Library Victoria 1 Mar 2017

Representatives of other organisational members

Professor Nathalle Nguyen FASSA

Individual members

Start date
Emeritus Professor Graeme Davison AQ FAHA FASSA FFAHS 7 Mov 2018
Emeritus Professor Peter McPhee AM FAHA FASSA 21 Mov 2019

Associate Professor Susie Protschky 10 Jun 2020
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GOVERNANCE AND

BOARD ACTIVITIES

During this year, all meetings of the members, the Board and its committees were
conducted by video conference. The members met for the AGM on 16 September 2021.
The Board met in 2021 on 15 July, 16 September and 18 November and in 2022 on 17
February for a Planning Meeting, 21 April and 16 June.

Board positions as at 30 June 2022 were held by Professor Peter McPhee (Chair),
Professor David Lowe (Deputy Chair), Katherine Sheedy (Hon. Treasurer). These people
served on the HCV’s Executive committee alongside Bronwyn Cook, Professor Graeme
Davison and Tim Hogan elected to the committee by the Board. The Executive committee
provides guidance on governance, strategic planning, financial planning and management,
and risk management. In the February 2022 planning meeting the Board resolved to
continue to use the Executive Committee as an expert sounding board but to have formal

meetings only if needed.

Other Board members serve in small teams to advise on key areas of HCV activity: Public
Fund, Communications, Development (including the Friends program and the management
of awards and prizes), Events and History Education (including the History Roadshow
program). Additional experts are appointed to assist where appropriate. The HCV
acknowledges the invaluable support and input of the Board, its committees and the
Executive Officer. Each year the Board establishes judging panels to assess entries for the
Jane Hansen Prize for History Advocacy, the Lynette Russell Prize for First Peoples'
History in Schools and the Historical Fiction Competition organised by the History

Teachers’ Association of Victoria.



GOVERNANCE AND BOARD

ACTIVITIES (CONT.)

The Making Public Histories series is organised by a partnership between HCV, Monash
University and Old Treasury Building. Board members on the partnership committee are
Associate Professor Susie Protschky, Professor Nathalie Nguyen representing Monash
and Margaret Anderson representing Old Treasury Building with Executive Officer Alicia

Cerreto.

Collaboration with other History Councils
The HCV collaborates with the History Councils in New South Wales, South Australia and
Western Australia on: advocating for the discipline of history, the work of historians, and

history in the broader public sphere and highlighting the Value of History Statement.

h CV History
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PUBLIC FUND COMMITTEE

To meet its obligations through the Register of Cultural Organisations and as a Deductible
Gift Recipient, the HCV has a Public Fund Committee comprising Boyce Pizzey OAM, Dr
Charles Fahey and Dr Geoffrey Robinson.



SOURCES OF SUPPORT

The Department of Education and Training has funded the History Roadshow for VCE
history students since 2006 through its Strategic Partnerships Program. The triennial
funding for 2018-2020 was extended to cover a fourth calendar year in 2021 and we were

successful in our submission for funding across 2022-2023.

The HCV enjoyed generous in-kind support from the employers of its members and from
many of the organisations represented on its Board. The RHSV continues to host the HCV

as a tenant at reasonable rates.

Monash University, Old Treasury Building and the HCV collaborated effectively to plan and
deliver the Making Public Histories series. Monash University Publishing generously

supplied books as gifts for the speakers at each seminar.

The HCV acknowledges the many historians who contributed their time and specialist
knowledge to the HCV's programs, including the History Roadshow, the Making Public
Histories seminars and the Annual Lecture. Appreciation is extended to all speakers, many

of whom gave their services pro bono.

Thanks are extended to all the HCV's supporters and

contributors for their good will and assistance, in
o i o who make d BECOME A CHAMPION
articular the many kind people who make donations
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to the Public Fund and thereby support the HCV's

Your donation | support:
cultural program. We are especially grateful to our new History students of all ages h CV
Advaocacy for history histaor y
donor members, both individuals and organisations. In Education, events and communications -

And more! . ’
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our recent June 30 appeal, our donors' generosity was

Find owt more;

specifically directed towards newer initiatives such as:
e Supporting recent history graduates with a free PHf
one-year Friends membership
e Developing our capacity for online and hybrid

communication



ADVOCACY

As the peak body for history in Victoria, the History Council makes submissions on current
issues. In doing this, the HCV Board is guided by its Advocacy Policy and by the Value of
History statement that was developed co-operatively by the HCV and the History Councils

of New South Wales, South Australia and Western Australia.

During this past 12 months the following actions have been taken:

2022
e A letter from the combined History Councils of Australia regarding the archives at the
ABC, and the response from Managing Director David Anderson.
e A letter from our Chair, Peter McPhee, in The Age, and the original article from Deb

Hull, Executive Officer, HTAV.

2021

e Our |etter to Education Minister James Merlino about the Australian History curriculum

e Our |etter to Education Minister James Merlino about the sesquicentenary of state
education in Victoria

e Our submission to the ACARA - Australian Curriculum Review

e Open letter to PM Scott Morrison on the funding of the National Archives, signed by
HCV Chair Peter McPhee.

e Statement from Professor Peter McPhee and letter to The Age about the funding crisis

facing the National Archives.

A

hcv
National Archives given
$67m in urgent funding
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COMMUNICATIONS

The HCV aims to communicate with a wide range of interested people, through social

media, our regular newsletters and website.

On Twitter and Facebook, our Executive Officer highlights our events and those of the
broader history community. The HCV’s Facebook page has a community of 1,800
followers and over on Twitter we have 2,372 followers. Over the past year the members of
the Communications Committee have offered valuable contributions to our Twitter
followers with regular tweets highlighting history. We have almost 100 subscribers to our

YouTube Channel.

The HCV's regular newsletter is currently received by over 2730 subscribers. The E-news
contains not only announcements about HCV events and programs, but also selected
information from the history community in Victoria. It was published monthly in 2021 and

moved to every second month in 2022.

All HCV Friends receive our regular newsletter as well as the Friends ‘Alert’ email, which
contains early notice of events and special information for Friends. Friends Alerts were
also published monthly in 2021 and moved to every second month in 2022.

Our HCV website has been under review by our Communications Committee alongside our
Executive Officer and is moving towards improvements to be undertaken in the second

half of 2022.

of victoria



Our Executive Officer, Alicia Cerreto, works two days per week for the HCV. A
professional historian, Alicia brings her experience in history, project management,

communications and philanthropy to the role.

Our former Executive Officer Margaret Birtley continues as the voluntary Finance
Officer, a part-time role that reports to the Executive Officer and the Treasurer.

The bookkeeping is managed by Resolve UBM Business Management Services.
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the discussion starts here
publishing.monash.edu
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PUBLIC EVENTS (CONT.)




PUBLIC EVENTS (CONT.)

Making Public Histories Making Public Histories

WOMEN'S LIVES, WOMEN'S BODIES CHILD LABOUR AND SLAVERY

_ I st Mimal Making Public Hinioeie saent for 2021,
S5pm, Thursday 23 September via Zoom Jjane Lydon (iniversiy of Western usiralia), Claire Lowrle (Universing of Wollongong)
and Susie Pratschky (Deakin University), share their research into histaries of siavery,
Assoc Prof Paula Michaets, Dr Charlotte Greenhalgh and Dr Liz Conor

n their research in different contexts and culfures

Cir A

and (ogether explore women's lives and wonren's bodies,

Spm, Thursday 25 November vio Zoom

Book here: histarycouncilvic.org.ou/child_labour_and_slavery

Proudly beought to you by the Manash Unsversity Histery Pragram,
e History Cowncl of Victaria and O Treasury Buildieg

Making Public Histories Making Public Histories
UNPICKING THE HISTORIANS ON
AUSTRALIAN POLITICS

Emeritus Professor Judy Brett, Professor Michelle Arrow
and Professor Frank Bongiorno

Spm, Thursday 26 May via Zoom
DoOK via the HLY website
winwwh historycouncilvic.org.au/historions_on_australian_politics

I vl Manash | Inhsersity Histnry Program
tory Council of Victoria and Okd Treas:

Making Public Histories
AUSTRALIA’S MARINE ENVIRONMENT:

THE HISTORY AND POLITICS
OF EXPLOITATION AND CONSERVATION

Sa—
Lynette Russall (A

Alessandro Antonello (Flinde

Profecting and passessing the cold

Joseph Christensen (University of West

Reconstructing a his




PUBLIC EVENTS (CONT.)
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PUBLIC EVENTS (CONT.)




PUBLIC EVENTS (CONT.)

2021 HCV ANNUAL LECTURE

5.30PM THU 21 OCTOBER [
DR CAROLYN HOLBROOK S8 ‘
L




The HCV Friends program aims to offer current and future supporters a way to engage
with and demonstrate support for HCV while receiving tangible benefits in return for an
annual subscription fee. Our HCV Friends support our advocacy for history, have priority
access to events, are part of our Book+Author HCV Friends Book Club and help to educate
Victorians about the value of history. We keep all Friends informed of future events via an

‘Alert' email newsletter.

With the support of our donor members, we were very pleased to offer students who
completed a History major, honours or higher degree at a university in Victoria a free 12-

month subscription to the Friends.

The HCV encourages everyone to become a Friend — not only for the opportunity to
participate in the Book+Author Book Club and other activities, but also in order to help our

association advocate for history and educate Victorians about the value of history.

Jhet hcv

history
council
of victoria

PASSIONATE ABOUT HISTORY?
FINISHING YOUR STUDIES DURING 20217

FyoL are con

a free 12-maonth subscription to the Friends of the History Council of Victoria

To accept this special offer, visit: wwnw, historycouncilvic.org.au
https://blcly/3zwuUiLl Twitter: @History Vic
Offer closes 31 October 2021 Facebook: HistoryCouncilVic
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Launched in 2021, gatherings of our Book+Author: The HCV Book Club are held every
second month. These online events welcome our HCV Friends to hear a conversation on
a recent book relating to history and participate in a question and answer.

2021

Gideon Haigh in conversation with Graeme Davison

Alexis Bergantz in conversation with Yves Rees

Kaz Cooke in conversation with Michelle Rayner

2022

Janet McCalman in conversation with Graeme Davison

Joan Beaumont in conversation with David Lowe

Sheila Fitzpatrick in conversation with Paula Michaels

nuﬁf@ﬂmm
Jﬁﬁ oF YEAR EVENT!

[ Beek + Authey

a

AT  Beek + Authey
EHCH £ The HCV Beek Club

Tl? .r Tom, Tutsd

French

\ ,

el
CONNEC
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Beok + Authey: The HOV Beok (lub

Tpm, Tuasday 10 August 2021

NIOUS,
Gidaon Hoigh in conversation with Graeme Davison -4 BM" + ﬂuﬂ"&'[
T ervha Bl 4 .

The HCV Beek Clul

friends

h GV Book and/or become a Friend:
www historycouncilvic.org.au/friends
history

council
of victoria

Beek + Authey
The HOV Beek Clul

B ] o t Beek + Authey
AUSTRALIA’S Tre HOU Beok Club

GREAT
S S ! Tpm, Thursday 28 Apri

sheila Fitzpatrick
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Lynette Russell Prize for
First Peoples' History in Schools

Recognising the efforts of Victorian school students
in years 7-10 in their study of First Peoples' history.
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PRIZES (CONT.)

Are you an advocate for history?

Or do you know someont wha has gone the extra mile

to promole the value of history, the work of histarians
andior the importance of an education im history?
HISTORY COUNCIL OF VICTORIA HISTORY COUNCIL OF VICTORIA
The History Councll of Victoria s pleased 1o announce " a h 4
Congratulations t of the “angratulations to those oo de
that entries are now open for the 2021 Jane Hansen Priz Advocacy 2021 Jane Hansen Prize for History Advocacy
2022 Jane Hansen Prize for History Advacacy
; .

T,

h CU To tind out more, go to & )

history wwwhistorycouncilvicorgau 5 Y www historpcouncilvic.orgas 5 Y www historycouncilvic organ
council
of vicLoria




Women's History Month

The HCV hosts a Women's History Month calendar on our website. This collaborative
calendar lists public events that relate to women's history and is scheduled to occur
during the month of March. The events are hosted by a range of organisations -

government, academic, professional and community-based - in the history sector.

Careers in Humanities resources

Careers in Humanities resources highlight the key skills that students develop when
they study Humanities, as well as the career pathways they can pursue.

This free-to-download collection is designed to help students and parents understand
how studying Humanities subjects can lead to strong employment prospects, in-demand

skills, personal growth and community wellbeing.

These resources were created by project partners from the History Teachers’
Association of Victoria, the Geography Teachers’ Association of Victoria, Social
Education Victoria, the Victorian Association for Philosophy in Schools, the History
Council of Victoria, Humanities 21, and the Professional Historians Association
(Victoria & Tasmania). More here:

www.historycouncilvic.org.au/where_can_history_take_you
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